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RELEASE ON THE METROPOLITAN ADELAIDE TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
BY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, HON. DON DUNSTAN, Q.C., M.P. 
4.8.69. 
The result of my studies on urban transit in the 
United States of America and Great Britain can be summarised as 
follows:-
(a) Large low density cities cannot provide an adequate • 
transport system based entirely on use of private 
motor cars. The assumption that they could do 
so has been disproved time and again in the United 
States cities. Vast freeway systems in places 
like Los Angeles which is a sprawling, low density 
city as ours is, jam constantly at peak hours. 
What American traffic engineers have learnt is that 
the motor car population increases very much more 
rapidly with the growth of freeway systems, 
(b) The Roads Research Laboratory in England estimated 
that a city of the shape and size of ours as 
projected for 1986 would, to obtain adequate 
movement of private motor cars, require 40% of 
its total area in roads. One cannot assume, of 
course, that the process would stop at 1966, 
(c) United States cities are now spending large sums of 
money in reports on how to get them out of the 
difficulties they have got themselves into. 
(d) The only alternative to private motor cars is some 
kind of public transport. The M.A.T.S. report ; 
only considers two forms of public transport, i-.er 
r 
railway transport and 'buses running on the present 
road system. Both of these forms of transport , 
are showing declining use everywhere. Both have 
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considerable disadvantages as compared with private 
motor car transport, and it is obvious why. 
The researches at the North-West Transportation 
Centre, which is at North-West University, Chicago, 
Illinois, and General-Motors Research unit in Detroit, 
and researches at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge,Massachusetts, (the foremost 
technical institute in the country, all point out 
that the wish to use private transport during the day, 
apart entirely from questions of starters' pride of 
ownership and the like, is based on the following 
wishes:-
1. To obtain the maximum flexibility in individual 
journey, i.e. that each individual should not be 
tying his journey into a large number of other 
people's journeys, and therefore compromising 
both in pick—up and destination as well as 
route. 
2. The reluctance to transfer from one vehicle to 
another. 
3. The wish to go as nearly as possible from one's 
own front door in the vehicles to as near as 
possible to one's own destination. 
4-, The wish for some privacy on the journey. 
It is therefore shown that in order to counteract 
the continued demand for private motor car transport 
as a means of mobility in city areas, public transport 
will have to provide the same sorts of satisfactions that 
the private motor car provides. This means 
(a) Maximum flexibility in pick-up and a service 
which is responsive to demand. 
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(b) A speed of operation so that one does not 
move with the intolerable slowness of the present 
'bus system. 
(c) Maximum flexibility in setdown which, of course, 
could provide a better service than a private motor 
car. 
(d) As much privacy as possible. 
These conditions rule out the present kind of 'bus 
operation and certainly rule out fixed route, rail transport, 
except insofar as it ties into a system outlined above. 
It is clear that if public transport systems of this 
kind are to be developed, they will require exclusive rights-of-way, 
that is the public transport must not operate on the same roadway 
as private motor cars for the major part of its journey. This may 
mean that the median strip on highways is used for some form of 
public transport or that a separate laneway is provided, or that an 
entirely separate route and right-of-way is provided. 
Now, what sorts of things are to be done with public 
transport? Immediately available are what are called "Dial a 
'bus" systems, and "guided 'busways". Dial a 'bus system oper-
ates with a vehicle carrying six to eight passengers, slightly 
larger than a taxi, and is demand-operated, that is one telephones 
for a 'bus, a computer routes the nearest 'bus to you in pick-up, 
it then gets on to the 'busway, travels express to the city, 
distributes its passengers and gets back on the 'busway again. 
This system can be combined subsequently as a dual mode operation, 
that is to say a driver is used to pick up the passengers and set 
them down, but when the 'bus gets on to the 'busway, it is attached 
to an automatic guide, computer-operated, which simply carries the 
'bus along at maximum speed and releases it for a driver to enter 
at th'e end of its express journey. This system has been tested 
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in Great Britain and operates at the moment at about five cents 
per passenger mile.. 
These are preludes to rather more sophisticated forms 
of transport which are currently being tested and are operable 
in experimental form in the United States, 
The Massachusetts Institute of Technology suggests, 
however, that one form which might be experimented with here is a 
dial a "bus system for collection in Elizabeth, which is then 
driven on to rail transport at Elizabeth and sent express to 
Adelaide where the 'buses can get off and distribute their 
passengers„ This whole operation will be very much more rapid 
than any which operates on a road system. However, they 
foresee what are forms of capsule transport, publicly-owned 
small vehicles capable of seating one or two people. There are 
numbers of modes of operating these. The most fully developed 
use the air ciirr.io:- linear propelled device which has very low 
construction costs as to the bed on which it operates, very low 
maintenance costs, and the advantages of very considerable speed 
and flexibility without either noise or air pollution. 
Now all of these things need further experiment, but 
what is clear is that we should not tie ourselves to heavy 
expenditure in a system which commits Adelaide to use of the 
motor car only as a means of transport which will produce a 
constant decline in the public transport system and which does not 
plan for acquiring the necessary rights-of-way for what clear!r ' 
the trend of public transport development for the future.. 
How does this affect the M.A.T.S. plan? 
Firstly, so much of the M.A.T.S. plan has now been 
disproved by the Government that it cannot be said to be a com-
prehensive transport plan at all. 
Secondly, there is no provision in it for developing an 
adequate public transport system. 
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Thirdly, the proposals for "building a subway under 
King William Street are absurd. 
To develop a route system to allow for adequate 
through rail transport from North to Sou-'jh does not require a 
subway. The purpose of the subway is to provide greater 
flexibility in setdown by.the rail system. Adelaide is not 
a particularly high density city area, nothing like as high in 
density as those cities which are operating successful subway 
systems. There is only in the U.S.A. one major subway system 
being built currently. This is the Bay Area Rapid Transit 
proposal in San Francisco which appears to be an enormous gamble 
They cannot ensure and have no means of ensuring that they will 
be able to attract people to this subway system to provide for-
its adequate use. As a distribution system after people have 
made their journeys it appears to be quite inadequate. 
Adelaide's business centre density runs East and West 
in the northern half of the city. To be able to get off at 
intersections in King William Street ('though not, of course, at 
every intersection) is not providing sufficient extra points of: 
distribution in the city area to attract large numbers of extra: 
people to the suburban railway system, and to spend 70 odd 
millions in order to provide such an ineffective distribution 
of travellers would be a gross waste of money. 
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